
For God's glory, we are making disciples of Jesus as we worship, love, and serve.  

December 28, 2025 

Worship and Livestream | 10 am 



WELCOME 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. We invite you to experience the 
meaning of the Gospel through this service, which reflects both ancient and modern 
elements of Christian worship. When we gather as a worshiping community, we 
enter into a dialogue with the living God. God calls us into worship, we rejoice in 
the hope of the Gospel, confess our sins, lament the brokenness of our world, give 
our offerings, and hear God's Word read and preached. We hope that by worshiping 
with us, you will experience joy and hope from a community of people who love 
Jesus.  

At Lexington Presbyterian Church, for God’s glory, we are making disciples of Jesus 
as we worship, love, and serve.  

Complete our Connect Card at lexpreschurch.com/connect to join us on mission! 

General inquiries: hello@lexpreschurch.com 
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LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
 

Reflections for Worship  

“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ He willed the entire life of 
believers to be one of repentance.” 

— Martin Luther, First of the 95 Theses 

 

Q. What is involved in genuine repentance or conversion? 
A. Two things: the dying-away of the old self, and the coming-to-life of the new. 

— Heidelberg Catechism (Q&A No. 88)  
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* Congregation, please stand if able 

 

Prelude  

 
 

Updates | Following Christ Together 

 
 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

* Call to Worship | Isaiah 40:28-31 

    Leader:  Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
   The LORD is the everlasting God, 
       the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
   He does not faint or grow weary; 
       his understanding is unsearchable.   
   He gives power to the faint, 
       and to him who has no might he increases strength.   
       Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
       and young men shall fall exhausted;  

 All:   but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
       they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
   they shall run and not be weary; 
       they shall walk and not faint.  
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* Behold Our God 

 

 

* Prayer of Adoration and the Lord’s Prayer 

 Leader:  This we pray in the name of the One Who taught us to pray, saying: 

 All:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us  this day our daily bread, 
   and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
   for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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* The Solid Rock (My Hope Is Build on Nothing Less) 
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Scripture Reading | Malachi 4 | Pew Bible pp. 802-803 

 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
 evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says 
 the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for 
 you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. 
 You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the 
 wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, 
 says the LORD of hosts. 

 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded 
 him at Horeb for all Israel. 

 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 
 the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 
 hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of 
 utter destruction.” 

 

 

 Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 

Call to Confession | Joel 2:12-13 

 Leader:  “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 
       “return to me with all your heart, 
   with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
        and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
   Return to the LORD your God, 
       for he is gracious and merciful, 
   slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
       and he relents over disaster.  

 

Corporate Confession | Dutch Reformed “Form for the Lord’s Supper” (1566/1611) 

 All:   And now let us acknowledge before God: 
   The wrath of God and eternal condemnation belong to all  
   who deceive themselves and do not truly repent. 
   So then, let us not deceive ourselves,  
   so that we may not be judged by the Lord; 
   We are truly sorry, O God, that we have provoked You by our sins.  
   We sincerely repent of them  
   and ask for Your grace to help us in our weakness.  
   Our sins are before us; we do not hide them from You.  
   Have mercy on us, most merciful Father,  
   for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ.  
   Forgive us all our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness,  
   for we confess that we are unworthy of all Your mercies. Amen. 

 

 

Silent Confession 
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Words of Comfort | Micah 7:18-20 

 Leader:  Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
       and passing over transgression 
       for the remnant of his inheritance? 
   He does not retain his anger forever, 
       because he delights in steadfast love. 
   He will again have compassion on us; 
       he will tread our iniquities underfoot. 
   You will cast all our sins 
       into the depths of the sea. 
   You will show faithfulness to Jacob 
       and steadfast love to Abraham, 
   as you have sworn to our fathers 
       from the days of old.  
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* Affirmation of Our Faith | Apostle’s Creed 

 All:  I believe in God the Father Almighty 
   Maker of heaven and earth. 

   And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
   Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   Born of the Virgin Mary, 
   Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   Was crucified, dead, and buried; 
   He descended into Hell; 
   The third day he rose again from the dead; 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
   From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
   the holy catholic+ Church; 
   the communion of saints; 
   the forgiveness of sins; 
   the resurrection of the body; 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   + the universal church that trusts in Christ alone 

 

 

* Passing of the Peace  

    Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 
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* I Asked the Lord 
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Friendship Register 

Kindly remember to give your neighbor the Friendship Register. Once it reaches the end 
of the pew, then please pass it back. Making acquaintances with guests and fostering 
friendships within the larger church family is the goal of this register. Starting from the 
middle aisle, the register is located at the head of each pew. Please, make sure to write your 
name legibly. 

 

 

Giving of Firstfruits 

The offering is a way for members and friends who call Lexington Presbyterian their 
“spiritual home” to present the substance of their whole lives to God. Please feel no 
pressure to give.  

Ways to give: 

▪ You may use the offering plates. 

▪ Go to “Giving” on your Church Center mobile app or lexpres.churchcenter.com. 

▪ Text2Give: text any dollar amount to 84321. 
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Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
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* Doxology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Offertory Prayer 
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HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 

Corporate Prayer  
 

 

* Scripture Reading | Luke 3:1-14  | Pew Bible p. 858 

  In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor 
  of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the 
  region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the 
  high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of 
  Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 
  proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written 
  in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

  “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
      make his paths straight. 
  Every valley shall be filled, 
      and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
  and the crooked shall become straight, 
      and the rough places shall become level ways, 
  and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

  He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
  of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping 
  with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
  father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for  
  Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
  does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

  And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered  
  them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 



 

16 

  food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, 
  “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than  
  you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we  
  do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or  
  by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
 
 
 
 Leader:  All flesh is grass, 
    and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 

 All:   The grass withers, the flower fades 
      but the word of our God will stand forever. 

 

 

 

Sermon | A Crying Voice, a Brood of Vipers, and the Way of 
Righteousness 

Tyler Josephson 

 

 

Prayer of Commitment 
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* Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
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* Benediction | Isaiah 55:6-7 

Elders will be available to pray with you in the front of the sanctuary at the conclusion of 
the worship service. 
 

 Leader:   “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
       call upon him while he is near; 
   let the wicked forsake his way, 
       and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
   let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
       and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  

* Postlude 
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Questions to help the good news sink in: 

1. Israel’s exile was simply a paradigm for the true exile the entire world is in. Where do 
you feel that sense of exile in your own life or in our world today? 

2. The arrival of Christ marks that exile is ending, but not necessarily over entirely. 
Where do we see this tension in our own lives? 

3. False repentance is wanting escape from the consequences of sin without fleeing from 
sin itself. What are some subtle ways this shows up in a church culture, or in our own 
hearts? 

Resources Used for Study in Luke: 

1. Darrell L. Bock, Luke 1:1–9:50, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament 
(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1994) 

2. James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to Luke, ed. D. A. Carson, The Pillar New 
Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.; Nottingham, England: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company; Apollos, 2015) 

3. J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Luke, vol. 1 (New York: Robert Carter & Brothers, 
1879)  
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Serving This Morning: 

Updates, Liturgist and Pastoral Prayer: Keith Boland 

Reader: Sue Skelly 

Musicians: Abigail Baarendse, Heather Coleridge, Theron Drayton, Jeff Francis, Barb 
Howell, Tim McConnell 

Audio/visual and livestream: John Parler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Don’t Forget to Pick up Your Poinsettias 
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Faith Promise Giving: 

LPC fiscal budget year is July 1st to June 30th. 

Through the end of November 2025: 

General Fund transfer to missions         $50,000 

Carryover for Outreach Committee      $20,500 

Faith Promise Giving:                             $39,907 

Missions Disbursements                         $78,256 

* In November, the missions team also disbursed $44,500 from last year's ending balance to 
our World and Local missionaries who told us of their current needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship 

Through the end of November 2025: 

Budget FYTD                                         $477,610 

Received FYTD                                      $513,695 

Expenditures FYTD                               $424,529 
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Connect Card  
 

Thanks for joining us today.  
We would love to come alongside 
you in your walk with Jesus, 
whether you’re new to our 
community or you’ve been here a 
while.  

Visit lexpreschurch.com/connect  
or scan the QR code to fill out our 
Connect Card! 

If you’re not familiar 
with QR codes, we’re 
here to help!  

1. Open your smartphone’s camera 
and point it at the QR code so that 
it shows clearly on your screen. 

2. Wait for the camera to recognize 
and scan the QR code. 

3. Click the link banner or 
notification when it pops up on 
your screen. Our Connect Card 
will automatically load in your 
browser.  

Women’s Ministry website and Facebook 
group:   

https://lexpreschurch.com/womens-
ministry/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 
LPCWomen 

Youth Ministry Newsletter Subscription 

Please, scan this QR Code with your 
phone camera. 

CCLI License #668805 

Brenda Brittingham, “Mentor Moms”,  
bebebrittingham@outlook.com  
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the purpose is to receive the budget for 
the upcoming Fiscal Year  
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